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MEMORANDUM 

Bismarck’s Growth Phasing Plan and the Extraterritorial Area (ETA) 

 
TO:  Bismarck Mayor Mike Schmitz 
  Burleigh Commissioner Steve Bakken 
  Bismarck Administrator Jason Tomanek 
  Burleigh Auditor Mark Splonskowski 
 
FROM: Daniel Nairn, Planning Manager 

DATE:  September 10, 2025 

Bismarck’s Growth Phasing Plan, adopted as a component of the City’s comprehensive plan, 
shows areas outside of city limits expected to be annexed and urbanized in the future. This plan 
is revised each year by the Bismarck Planning and Zoning Commission to account for changing 
development conditions, and this year’s amendment process may be a timely opportunity for 
reconsidering the negotiated boundaries of the extraterritorial area (ETA) between the City of 
Bismarck and Burleigh County. 

The revisions to the map proposed by staff are available online here: 

Proposed Growth Phasing Plan 

There are two areas of the Growth Phasing Plan relevant to the ETA discussion: 

• Urban Service Area: an area suitable to support urban growth of Bismarck outside of 
city limits for a projected 25 years. 

• Urban Reserve: an area suitable to support urban growth of Bismarck beyond the urban 
service area for a projected 50 years. 

The following changes will be proposed for this year: 

• Revise the outer boundaries of the Urban Reserve areas so that no lot or parcel would 
be split by the boundary. This would make the line suitable as a negotiated ETA 
boundary. 

http://www.bismarcknd.gov/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/dac21795474d44a29600e57e6345b4ec





