
Lincoln, Fort Rice, Riverview, Florence Lake, Burnt Creek, Canfield, Lyman, & Phoenix 
Unorganized Townships 

Burleigh County Commission Meeting Agenda 
Tom Baker Meeting Room, City/County Office Building, 221 N 5th St, Bismarck 

Attend in Person | Watch live on Government Access Channels 2 or 602 | Listen to Radio Access 102.5 FM | 
Stream on freetv.org or Dakota Media Access Facebook Live | Replay later from freetv.org 

November 16, 2026 

5:00 P.M. 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance presented by Chaplain. 

COUNTY WEED BOARD 

1. Meeting called to order.
2. Roll call of members.
3. Approval of Agenda.
4. Consideration of August 3rd, 2026 meeting minutes.
5. PUBLIC COMMENT. Restricted to Burleigh County residents and landowners.

6. County Weed Officer Johnson:
a. 2026 Spraying Season update.

7. Other Business.
8. Adjourn.

COUNTY COMMISSION 
1. Meeting called to order.
2. Roll call of members.
3. Approval of Agenda.
4. Consideration of November 2nd, 2026, meeting minutes and bills.(Page 9)
5. PUBLIC COMMENT. Restricted to Burleigh County residents and landowners.

6. Consent Agenda: 
a. Abatements.
b. Raffle permit.
c. Check replacement.
d. 2nd approach permit.
e. Developer waiver requests.

7. BNSF representative Amy McBeth:
a. BNSF update on bridge project.

8. Appointment/qualification of Auditor.
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https://dakotamediaaccess.org/
https://www.facebook.com/dakotamediaaccess
https://dakotamediaaccess.org/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.burleigh.gov%2Fpubliccomment&data=05%7C02%7Cmsplonskowski%40nd.gov%7Cc9ddd558346041757bdb08df18be2b8b%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C639256877214891291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ezOWpGFQsKNlQ%2Fts5YZ0Dr6rIx9SDojWuMoT6Mp5Haw%3D&reserved=0


9. Auditor Splonskowski: (Page 41)
a. Auxiliary Board openings.

10. Human Relations Director Binder:
a. Salary recommendation regarding County Sheriff and Auditor.
b. Variance for appointed officials.

11. Other Business.

12. Adjourn.

The next regularly scheduled Commission meeting will be on December 7th, 2026. 

Mark Splonskowski 
Burleigh County Auditor 
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BURLEIGH COUNTY WEED BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 3, 2026 
 
5:00 PM Invocation by Chaplain and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chairman Bakken called the Burleigh County Weed Board meeting to order. 
 
Rollcall of the members: Commissioners Brian Bitner, Wayne Munson, Steve Schwab, Jerry Woodcox, and 
Chairman Steve Bakken were present. 
 
Motion by Comm. Bitner, 2nd by Comm. Munson to approve the agenda. Commissioners Bitner, Munson, 
Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bakken voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Comm. Woodcox, 2nd by Comm. Munson to approve the May 18, 2026, meeting minutes. 
Commissioners Bitner, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bakken voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Bakken opened the meeting to public comment. 
 

• No comment was heard. 
 
Chairman Bakken closed the public comment segment. 
 
County Weed Officer Daron Johnson provided a detailed midseason update. Johnson reported that chemical 
sales have been consistent with previous years. He stated that beetles had been released on some private 
property with goals of being able to harvest them for use in other locations. Johnson said that the first spraying 
cycle has bee completed in all Townships, and crews were conducting follow-up treatment of thistle, regrowth, 
and woody vegetation near roadways. He noted that they are continuing on with the North Dakota Department 
of Transportation work and are still under their budget of $35,000. 
 
Johnson said he was planning on attending some continuing education programing and that he wanted 
clarification on the budgeted amount allowed.  Discussion was had with the Commission leaving the amount 
allocated for travel and continuing education at $3,000 as budgeted. 
 
No other business was heard. 
 
Meeting adjourned.  
 
5:11 PM 
 
 
 
______________________________                      ________________________________  
Mark Splonskowski, Auditor/Treasurer                      Steve Bakken, Chairman 
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BURLEIGH COUNTY COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 2, 2026 

 
 
5:01 PM 
 
Chairman Bitner called the regular meeting of the Burleigh County Commission to order. 
 
Roll call: Commissioners Wayne Munson, Steve Schwab, Jerry Woodcox, Steve Bakken, and Chairman 
Brian Bitner were present. 
 
Motion by Comm. Munson, 2nd by Comm. Bakken to approve the agenda. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, 
Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Comm. Bakken, 2nd by Comm. Munson to approve the October 19, 2026, meeting minutes and 
the bills. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion 
carried. A detailed list of funds expended is available for public inspection upon request at the Burleigh 
County Auditor & Treasurer’s office. 
 
Chairman Bitner opened the meeting to public comment. 
 

• No Public Comment was heard. 
 
Chairman Bitner closed the public comment segment. 
 
Motion by Comm. Bakken, 2nd by Comm. Munson to approve the Dale & Paula Schaeffer and Selma 
Schumacher abatements and the consent agenda, excluding the partial refund for the zoning application. 
Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
Planning Director Mitch Flanagan provided clarification regarding a requested partial refund of a zoning 
application fee for EAH Subdivision. The applicant had applied for a plat and zone change, but later withdrew 
the zone change after the County had prepared materials, scheduled the public hearing, and issued notices. 
Flanagan estimated that the County had incurred approximately $200 to $300 in costs. Motion by Comm. 
Bakken, 2nd by Comm. Munson to authorize the zoning application refund after deducting the County’s 
documented costs as calculated by the Planning Department. Commissioners Bakken and Woodcox voted 
‘AYE’. Commissioners Munson, Schwab, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘NAY’. Motion failed. Motion by Comm. 
Munson, 2nd by Comm. Bakken to table the zoning application refund until the Planning Department could 
provide a detailed breakdown of the County’s costs. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, 
and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
County Engineer Dan Schriock presented the Burleigh County Highway Department 2027 fee schedule. He 
reported that equipment rates were updated using state rates and market information. Motion by Comm. 
Munson, 2nd by Comm. Bakken to approve the 2027 Highway Department fee schedule resolution. 
Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
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Engineer Schriock presented the mower tractor bid results. Bids were opened October 22, 2026, and Acme 
Tools submitted the low bid for a 2027 Kubota M7-154K mower tractor. The purchase is within the $200,000 
budgeted amount. A motion by Comm. Bakken, 2nd by Comm. Munson to award the mower tractor bid to 
Acme Tools. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion 
carried. 
 
Engineer Schriock presented the annual North Dakota Department of Transportation maintenance 
certification for federal-aid highway projects. Motion by Comm Bakken, 2nd by Comm. Munson to approve 
the maintenance certification and authorize the proper County officials to sign. Commissioners Bakken, 
Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
Engineer Schriock presented the annual township roadway maintenance agreements, including separate 
resolutions for organized and unorganized townships. Motion by Comm. Bakken, 2nd by Comm. Munson to 
approve the organized township roadway maintenance agreement resolution. Commissioners Bakken, 
Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. Motion by Comm. Munson, 
2nd by Comm. Bakken to approve the unorganized township roadway maintenance agreement resolution. 
Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
Engineer Schriock presented the 2027 motor grader bid results. Bids were opened October 22, 2026, and 
RDO Equipment submitted the low bid for three motor graders under the five-year total-cost bid process, 
including two standard units and one unit equipped with a GPS grading system. Motion by Comm. Schwab, 
2nd by Comm. Bakken to award the three motor grader bids to RDO Equipment, including the GPS equipment. 
Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
Engineer Schriock requested authorization to advertise for repair of Bridge No. 08-118-20, located 
approximately 1.75 miles north of Baldwin Road on 132nd Street NE. The bridge has deteriorated piles and 
is currently subject to a year-round load restriction. Schriock reported an estimated repair cost of 
approximately $200,000 compared with an estimated $800,000 to $1 million for replacement, with repair work 
anticipated in spring 2027. Motion by Comm. Munson, 2nd by Comm. Bakken to authorize advertising for bids 
for the bridge repair. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. 
Commissioner Woodcox voted ‘NAY’. Motion carried. 
 
Burleigh County Sheriff’s Office representative Elliot Carvell presented a salary variance request for a jail 
nurse candidate with 18 years of nursing experience. The request would allow the candidate to begin at 
Grade 9, Step 12. Motion by Comm. Bakken, 2nd by Comm. Munson to approve the salary variance for the 
jail nurse candidate. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. 
Motion carried. 
 
County State’s Attorney Julie Lawyer provided an update on Burleigh County’s appeal involving Summit 
Carbon Solutions and the North Dakota Public Service Commission. Lawyer stated that, in her opinion, the 
County prevailed on the portions of the appeal that mattered most to the County’s zoning authority and 
recommended that the County not appeal the district court decision. Parties have approximately 60 days 
from notice of entry of judgment, or roughly until December 11, 2026, to appeal. Any future Public Service 
Commission order issued on remand may also be appealed by an aggrieved party. No action was taken. 
 
County Planning Director Mitch Flanagan presented proposed amendments to nine articles of the Burleigh 
County zoning ordinances. The amendments address uses and standards including commercial 
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communication towers, storage units, shop condominiums, accessory building size, home occupations, child 
care centers, personal storage units, and related zoning district provisions.  Motion by Comm. Bakken, 2nd 
by Comm. Woodcox to remove the portable storage container provisions from the proposed amendments for 
further review. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. 
Motion carried. Justin Thurn and Justin Modine of Midway Developers spoke regarding shop condominiums 
and requested additional clarification of the definition and appropriate zoning districts. Chairman Bitner 
disclosed a potential conflict of interest because of his work as a builder and involvement in subdivision 
development. Motion by Comm. Munson, 2nd by Comm. Bakken to allow Chairman Bitner to participate and 
vote on the ordinance amendments. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted 
‘AYE’. Commissioner Schwab voted ‘NAY’. Motion carried. Motion by Comm. Munson, 2nd by Comm. 
Bakken to approve the ordinance amendments as presented, excluding the portable storage container 
provisions removed for further review. Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner 
voted ‘AYE’. Commissioner Schwab voted ‘NAY’. Motion carried. 
 
County Finance Director Taylor Schmidt presented a follow-up on the 2025 mill levy calculation 
reimbursement previously approved by the Commission. Schmidt recommended using the original year-end 
valuation figures because subsequent valuation changes produced only a negligible difference and the 
original figures provide a cleaner audit trail. He reported that the reimbursement is not considered a tax levy 
for purposes of the three-percent levy cap, no additional budget amendment is required, and General Fund 
transfers to affected County special revenue funds are permitted. Director Schmidt reported that the 
previously approved reimbursement amount was approximately $913,447. Because a portion represents the 
County’s own General Fund and special revenue funds, the estimated net impact to General Fund reserves 
is approximately $881,000, with approximately $837,804 leaving the County for other taxing districts. The 
Commission indicated no objection to proceeding with the original figures. No additional action was taken. 
 
Commissioner Schwab, Engineer Schriock, and Senior Assistant Engineer Einrem provided an update on 
the Apple Creek Road bridge project. Staff reported that the box culverts had been backfilled, the south slope 
was prepared for riprap, grout caps were scheduled for installation, and the diversion was expected to be 
removed. Paving was anticipated the following week, weather permitting. The project remained within 
approximately two to three percent of the contract amount. 
 
Commissioner Schwab presented an Olympic torch that had been held by the local AMVETS organization 
and offered for transfer to Burleigh County. Discussion included the torch’s history, serial number, possible 
value, and appropriate future display or disposition. Additional research into the torch was recommended. 
Motion by Comm. Schwab, 2nd by Comm. Woodcox to accept the transfer of the Olympic torch. 
Commissioners Bakken, Munson, Schwab, Woodcox, and Chairman Bitner voted ‘AYE’. Motion carried. 
 
County Auditor Mark Splonskowski reported that applications were open for year-end vacancies on the 
County’s auxiliary boards. Commissioner Munson requested that three upcoming Park Board vacancies also 
be included in the postings. 
 
Other business: 

• Chairman Bitner relayed a resident’s concern regarding possible off-highway vehicle damage to wet 
road ditches following recent precipitation. Engineer Schriock also reported on a problem area on 
110th Avenue where a base-stabilizing chemical reacted poorly with recent moisture. Highway 
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Department staff were developing a remedy and planned to continue grading and maintenance work 
as conditions allowed. 

• Commissioner Woodcox asked for an update on road conditions in the Country Creek area. Engineer 
Schriock reported that the County had met with residents and Gibbs Township, completed minor 
patching and thin-lift overlays where possible, and would continue maintaining the remaining problem 
area on Shoal Drive with a motor grader through the winter. Discussion followed regarding heavy 
truck and garbage truck traffic, possible weight enforcement, coordination with the Sheriff’s 
Department, and voluntary weighing of trucks. 

• Commissioner Munson reported that the asphalt removal project at Kimball Bottoms had been 
completed and the disturbed area had been seeded. 

 
Meeting adjourned.  
 
6:13 PM 
 
 
_________________________    _________________________ 
Mark Splonskowski,     Brian Bitner, 
County Auditor      Chairman 
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The following list of abatements and settlement of taxes is forwarded for action to the Burleigh County Commission: 

Abate # Owner Tax Year Legal Description  Current T&F  Reduced T&F 
26-366 Robert Rainbow 2025 NORTHERN PACIFIC BLOCK 6 

LOT 3
70% Disabled Veterans 171,700$            110,905$             

26-375 Janice Wiese 2024 MENOKEN TOWNSHIP Section 32 
SW1/4SE1/4SW1/4 32-139-78

100% Homestead Credit 206,100$            6,100$                 

26-377 Janice Wiese 2025 MENOKEN TOWNSHIP Section 32 
SW1/4SE1/4SW1/4 32-139-78

100% Homestead Credit 219,600$            19,600$               

26-378 Terence Wetzel 2026 BRENTWOOD ESTATES BLOCK 
02 LOT 3 & LOT 4 LESS S245.28'

Property damaged 
in fire on 7/4/26

373,100$            219,200$             

Credit Type
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OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date Appointed by Commission____________ 

Term Start Date____________ 

Term End Date_____________ 

Oath Returned_____________ 

BURLEIGH COUNTY 
AUXILIARY BOARD 

APPLICATION FORM 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone: ______________ _      Work: __   _______________Cell:                __________  

Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Board or Commission on which you prefer to serve: 

List below the skills or qualifications you could bring to this Board or Commission: 

If you have any special interest or reason for serving on this Board or Commission, please explain below. 

Principal Occupation/Source of Income (check one) 

Farmer Military Investor/Retired Clerical & Sales

Laborer Craftsman Business Owner Professional

Government Student Other

List the name of each business or trust that is NOT the principal source of income, in which you 
have a financial interest: 

List below the associations or institutions with which you are closely associated, or serve as a 
director or officer: 

Signature: ____________________________________   Date: ________________ 

Please return application to: Burleigh County Auditor/Treasurer - PO Box 5518 - Bismarck ND 58506 
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Mager
Brian Mager

Mager
8551 Burr Oak Loop, Bismarck, ND 58501

Mager
Water Resource District

Mager
Registered PE in ND, 15+ years of North Dakota Water Resource experience

Mager
x

Mager
N/A

Mager
Employeed by USDA-NRCS

Mager
11-11-2026

Mark Splonskowski
Line
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